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: by a judicious Richard Hofstadter, one of the nation’s leading historians, explores the real

. Publius thotights. and motivations behind the men whom all schoolchildress have -
o been taught to vevere as Founding Fathers. Hofstadter’s classic work points
out the ambivalence of those who wrote the Constitution: they viewed hu-
man beings as selfish and untrustworthy, yet they. strongly believed in the
importance of self-government. The founders’ ambivalence toward democracy.
" led them to design the political system the United States still lives with to-.
day, one in which each interest (or branch, or layer of government or eco-
nowic class or vegiori . . .) would be checked and balanced by competing in-
tevests. Hofstadter goes on'to interpret what the near-sacred idea of liberty
meant to the founders. Liberty was not really related io demactacy, he con-
tenids, but rather ensuved the freedom to attain and enjoy private property. To
maké this idea cleater, test the author’s thesis against current ‘political de-
bates. S - -

] —-mu-

.. THE MEN WHO DRIW UP the Constitution in Philadelphia
during the summer of 1787 had a vivid Calvinistic sense of human evil
and dampation and believed with Hobbes that men are selfish and
contentious.. They were men of aﬂ‘a:irs_, _mei'cl'_iants, lawyers, planter-
businessmen, speculators, investors. Having seen human nature on display
in the marketplace, the courtroom, the legislative chamber, and in every
secret path and alleyway where wealth and power are courted, they felt
they knew it in all its frailty. To them a human being was an atom of self-
interest. They did not believe in man, but they did believe in the power of
1 good political constitution to control him.” -

This may be an abstract notion o ascribe to practical men, bug it fol-
lows the language that the Fathers themselves used. General Knox, for
example, wrote in disgust to Washington after the Shays Rebellion that
Amerjcans were, after all, “mta_n_—actual iHen 'posst:_ssing all the turbulent
passions belonging to that anjndal;”Throughout the secret discussions at
the Constitutional Convention it was clear that this distrust of man was
first and foremost a distrust of the common man and democratic rule. . . .

And yet there was another side to the picture. The Fathers were intel-

lectual heirs of seventeenth-century English republicanism wich itsop-
position to arbitrary rulé and faith in popular sovereignty. If they feared
 theé advance of democracy, they also had misgivings abotit tarning to the



" kazadord o3 ng A>LID0IISp o

10U PayU] Ses A1I9qI SPURU I9Y3 U] AOBIOOWSP AQ PIetoly SEm PIatiad

—uo? Js0tx a1om A9y YoM Y Aueqy oy e ySnoyy sidqe] Sur
~puno.y, a7 Jirg K124 03 Aressadau st £SBFIOUTIP 1ET3 sunsse Aensn Lo
‘UOROUNSIP ST SYEL 01 S[qNOT SY3 IE] SISIIIM JTEIIOWSP cm&? pue ‘Tex
~mUep! g & 218 A112q1 PUE ADPIOOWIIP TET)) SSUUTSSE uuoﬂﬂOm UEDTISTHY
TWIOPOTA] "TATE] STIEIDOUWIP TESLISWIY JO WERLISUIET 1) 03 STSIYINUE 103I1p
ur spuess Jurod [eronid auo Je et Asooy feontod e uodn paseq st 4[doep
05 SIBISUDA SUBIEIOUNY DT M. ‘ODMUSTO) 93 JE) [edTUCI ST 3]

- -7 puer] o iday 99 ppnoa 10
yoea sopun(d 01 100d oY) puE YILI Y3 JO AOUSPUS) S[GENADUT ST, Ared
-tpnf Juapuadapra ue £q padde> aq m sem TI9SAS ojouM AT, “9ATINDIXD
a1 30 20UrUIOACE ) IOpUL ﬁobqo?ﬁum Jo o[qedes aq pnos pue Y3
oTUESI0 UE JOSI UM UTeNIon prnoss Ajquuasse 3ids siy1 1omod 0324 a1
M powire 2a1nooxs [entedurn pue ‘Buons ‘Siqeden  39s ag PINOTS 2191
SISO TIOG 32A0 PUE SIMESISS] 2y JO ISN0Y UMO 91 waard 2q prnoys
juswap Uoed [re sem] - - JUSITIA0F 31 O SBepumeape pIng: T, .

. . o . X ...mnwn_.u..mu
30 4poq wasoyp € Jo wmpow oy ySnony woys Fuissed Aq smora onqnd
oMy mmu«?u pue sugai, p[noA ‘pres TOSIPEN B “JiSTII2A08 vbﬁ..ﬂ._ﬁom.
-e1daz ¢ nq ‘Bupyewame] sjegreiop pmom a[doad o jo suotssed s[qelsun
ST ADEIDOWIAP JOIIP [[ELS E U F[Os3 woneuasadar JO USRI )
UI PapIsal JUOWUISA0E [EUONNINSTOD Pood JO ‘2eyurApE pUODSs AT,

. -+ 1 juasaid pue
ur dogs Pinos JUSUMLIRACS [EIERD 511 ‘UOHEISP3J ¢ UT PUNO] 21344 $IIEIS
U3 3 30q 92103 Aq J0XG0D 939]dwod IYE) PUE ISLIE IYSTI TOTIOEY € 2%l
opfurs € uf "aqnr Ajuofewr so sdurstadn refndod 3sureSe op10 Surnmerurew
UI JUSUINIaA08 Polelapay € JO. SEEIURADE ST SeAL 3SIT JO 18I YT,

. "PoYSTNBUNSIP 279Mm SIDTAIP Jons 9911y} HOBIASUOD)
[BI5pa] 513 PTOA] OT 50T SUOTHY ISYIOUE U0 [OHUOI PUE 32 0
SISIIAIUT SNOIEA 3910F PIROM JEY) SOTASP [FUODMINSTIOD J03 (23638 € 03 AL
—rewad paonpal sIoTped o1 Jo aseub oy ‘rojerey ‘wioy feonoexd uy
-+ -ao0d o muﬁuﬁm OS[E pInoM. ﬁuﬁmﬁﬁuﬂﬂ..ﬂuﬁ
ST JEY PONTUPE ALY Alqeqord pinom Wy 3o 1SOUI T “YDLL 7Y IoP
-unid pinom zo0d oy JeL) Eed) Afperaadsa axem ‘8INOD JO ‘sIoyIE] YT,
“psasaur 1o e Japunyd AfIns pjnom 1 ‘passrpq Lot ‘onuoo paured
1512707 JUOQ 10 SSE[D SUO ‘90UE]E] [BHONIIIISIOD. PAYIE] JEY3 9)8Is € UL J] °

“J[asIL 0RO 03 97 2qe 208]d 1xU I} UF PUE POLID
-A03 91 [oIUO2 -0} JUSUUIA0F ST qEUd T JSHTI oL ST Ut SOT] AP
yeard PP UG I2A0 UL Aq PaIOISIUUIPE 3¢ O3 ST Yorym Jmotnzescs e S

18 OMIPPAL, [PIOC] WIIMBUT 1], TIOL]

—ureqy uy - * AIESS309T Aq pinos JITIUIA0F OU ‘S[aSHE 2I0M TSI J] §oINJTU UE
T U0 SEOWOIPRT [[E JO 150)%01S Ot 1M ‘oSt JUSUITIFACS St 1EA I0g TUITED
203 Jo sasIqE U [ONTOD 03 ATESEIIAT 3G PINOTS S9JIARP YOTIS 18T} SIMILT TRTINTY
7o womHoPal € aq AR Y] T HOTHYUIE 1DEISIUN0D 03 PER 2q IS0 UOTLAUTY

A 1STSOT[) SUTES S JO IUAT
—37€28 JUSTPIXA UE THIO) 198 IoNE] ¢ Ioquunu ISpAapa, Sy UL JOSTUIY UOS
-TpeN 324 PUY ,[13123UL PUE 314 ISTHOUE O 3§2I29TM1 ﬁﬂw 2014 suo Fumsod
~do jo Lrsses0u S} puUe VST JO fyaexdsp eonred Temn ay) Sunesmout
19A3103,, SEA. SLLIOJA] 0IUISANOCL) JET nonusAtion) sy Surmp pa1v3lqo
30UO0 UOSTPEJA "301A M. 307A SUDaTD .uodn pedisur par=l SIIEL o
‘amiria AQ PaxaaYd 3q ﬁ?Ou.movw yerp 309dxo 0 YoNUL 003 SEM I 7"

++ "§[ESTOATUT. T ITEY Y6018 pel] pumd AImTeo-1[usoIy 3
5T, 9q p[rosm skemle 2y e puE USSq PEY SARMIE TR JEGM MIT]
Ao e JUAPTUCD AJSIEUIPIONT 1M Koy, "wasAs [eApT SIOWE B IR
WIOFEOD 0} e JO ammyeu o1 ofueyD 03 sem ‘aqussoduo 31 ySnoy A
asnesaq ‘op 03 esodozd jouU pIp sIIE] 24 3T Supp 2UQ (0P IYEUI-UCH
~IRSEOT) € PINOJ JeM “TUIsUOS PUE sSexgns 1o wodn popuNCy 94 IsNTL
10ouILIeA0S J1 194 pre ‘areIouaSorun PUE JUSMAING SI0M $ISSEL SU JT

- -+ sa1myny ot ur 19m0d FO LOTEIJUSOTIO) JUIALIXS UE
03 50168 51 wado pnoa nq sed sy Tl o ysnsg suteSe pres pey A3
Sumpizosd I JIASISHOTT 3¢ plnom K[Uo j0u Isturard 1970 Aue 1dope
o, zour0d Aferewmnidal 31 PRod 22I00S 1910 XM THOY ‘apdoad sy wog
posdoxd j0u pIp Justrnieacd Jr 303 ‘pasdacoe Afuouruion s1ayyed Ui ST
-ardoad 9] UT SPIsal AJISSI0U JO SN JustraA08 Jo Temod srewrnm ST
yep ureSe pue urede pres caoSurgsep Aq 1no)) swesdng o o3 payuod
~de 10%e] 28e o Jo ssun{ SupueIsInO S UOSTA soure( TIIoY} ISISTUTUIPE
0} a7 oYM seyensiSew A Fulsooyd Ul puE Aaqo 01 aTe AST[ DT SME]
oy SUDew Uf 2310 € JNOYILM. 3q J0U P[NOTS SUSZOL JO SSEUL 213 JeT Q9B
~stradsTpuL SUEass 3, 'SIESARP 243 Pl “GONMINSUOY) 313 JO 1agdosorgd
ot poqre2 ueaq Ampysu anb sey o[ “TIOSTPEIA] SIUTE[ FUIDIED IS
—oddo o) CUT UNI AJSTLORNEIUT PIOOYS 3a,, 1B} PAIE] 0] OTIEIDOWIP
007 193] PEY M 1B, PONMIPE UOSEIA] /PIIASEOD 3 35THM spdoad a1 Jo
sruad 9T PUE ‘1L JO JOA'] TL SL srdoad a1 Jo snmuad o, ‘WOSEN 981090
pres: Aoerowsp uroy sn Suoure paouatiadxa sonsnfin pue uomssazddo a1y
_ ButpueIsItMION],, -aydoad atp jo seotpnfoxd s Some[ora proae O} paysm
os[e SIOTPR, O ‘wSIEoTiqndal WO SYIEQ MY G O3 Bumqaury
-+ - -aInJeU JO 938 € JO I01193 PUE AGOIEUE ST IIDAE O} I5PIO T pandanoe
2q JSOTE JUITIUISA0E JO PUL] Lue um% TOTOTOD STY O3 $3GQO MOT[0F O3
pOOWI O UE 2FaM A2 [OIJUOD KT puokaq 19m0d [EUINIXS UE AL 913
“Buns ATEnONN[OARI 191G € paouaLiadxa Apusoar Suraepy WYL STINXI

WMHLAVISIOH CavHOd 08



-myd uesqudaz Asnondnios € pue UOWRISPOU JO SIS SNFUETISIILIS & Ag
‘poziseydiue ATIUA051 S JJOSTUTY PIedq 10553J0%] §& “pO[[OTIUO0I OS[E AIom
A1 Inq “uape 03 9Ny sTanLiM onsnatd ueyy atour seanjour sse[d Aq peyed
-y aIam A9TyT, oaeIndde 1mnb sem souromxs Tesnrod medmiag. Surpuess
suedIqndsl 9IeISPOT SE SSAISIUOYR JO STPUN SISIE] oY 0%} U]
omgndai, e Jo eapl aq1 03 urede SumIImel 1oy justmsie
" uE s pue AoseIcoulap,, o nontsoddo Itet) 10f siatpie oyl astexd o) syoey
spreag pasn 2AeY ‘o1fo] snp Sunisauy SINIM IO APUDI0X IOU [HS
UI93]S3 WESTISUIY UT 908[d USN] IOl 9ATISIP 10U Op OUM SOIFBUOTIOESR
SIS 270 STOYIE] T3 1ey) sTUIPUTJ ST WO SPN[OTOD OF POPUa] SIAPEal
stmos HEN] oS Sesm 15427 SUDEL{ONTI oY) TAM ‘e1d aamssaaSorf S| jo
yead o 3 ¢167 U pazeadde yrom spreaq 10ss901] “uado 9 cjur STED
mede Asemomop wesirawry Jo Arydosopryd ot pue uopMINSTOT) A JO
Andosormyd sty usamiaq “yuere] Suof ‘wisiederre 91T, IEQOP U3 UL W)
M R PAIIRIS SIS pACY aut Jo wommapsuoD) ay fo uonriaidiaTul Jmuouosg
u} spreag] "y saprey) ui smod ydmy ¢ paydrar yomm ‘drysIe[onDs e
uISpo Muatriadxs 1sngor snoxsduep e sem ofqndeyy weoioury Sunod
2t w@noyy swmdar plo 243 Jo sueadomyg 2ANEAJOSUOD 2[FYA “SUCTINHISUT
xemndod pue justwruzaacs [e20] Jo wononnssp sndimesode ue mesa1oy uon
-mnsuo)) o Jo ssusuoddo Areroduraiuos SuruuiSoq A1ea o iy
. - . cea :.ﬁo.._”uaﬁm
-1102 31 UL YIULI] [BITEIIOTISP B INCTILM MISTHUIIAA08 991F 01, 39 P[Od
Q1513 Jey) paIEPep SWEpY utof pue | ‘spounco ofgqnd ey Ul poosiep
-un pue pajussardar. Amp aq pinoys ssep 41245 Jo SIS PUE SISRINITT SUY
IS, “UCSTPEA] PrEs 1suf se [rem se onmod,, sem 1] -ao10a ojqudy@ou thon
xeJ pue Juspindsplr Uk 2ary pnos steumo-Aiadoid [rets ing ueummop
°q pnosm ‘szopjoypue] 18213 pue syueypew :ksadord o3 arerionzodord
3q PINOM. JUSUIHISAOS BT S0URTIU] UISTHILIZA0T PIdtE[Eq JO SIUTENSST o)
Iopun SULZDID J[qEU0odsal PUe SFes 2q 03 A19T00S UL ABIS JUIDINS € WA
aned Ajqermsazd Arredord jo sro1d erezopotm yo uorssassod ogT ST I
INO PINIOM 3] PINOD JpUAAL SHPoW € TonMNSUOT) spe Apadoid e dpun
JEY} UOTOIAUOD ﬂﬁuuwm E SEM 91913 I0nq ‘sTe24 JUID2I UL SIHOSAqNOI] UIaq
pey sourre; Surmo-puey jews sy, K1adoid pepuey jo-uomsadstp proiq
A3 SEM I9ASMOT] ‘IS TIMO I[P INOQE SIDIE] 241 pafenoous Jeypy
S : ** (SIUSTIO[S JTEISOUIP I3 JO SIOPEa] [eul

-8110-91m) Averd0¥sIIe U 10 (qous ot pezruoned se] o anfoJecusp ot

21 JO I[NI o3} AUTIRIA) & IOT[ITS OJUT SIATOAS SABMTE T JeT]) JUuTIaA0d i
S3e1s [EHONISUEL € UL} 10T 9 I940U UED ADEIDOIIAD TEf) JOT[2q o) Sem
TONMTISTOT) J1[1 SPBUL OTjM U 9113 JO YL Y3 Uf 19U [BUPID -
~TaqIT JO 2oUasse A1a4 o Surdomsap Kiradord Jo monnqgemsipar Arenqre

¢8 UOLIPVIT, (P30 WU Y [, THOT]

Juriq 01 NS ST ‘SISSEUT I Aq spnz pasoatpoun KoBIOOUS “Jumourered
st £&11edord [jo] esodsip pue pjoy 01 WOpP3I3Y ‘10721813 ‘SIS Auew
v.ﬁ Fuouny $ONNoE) [EINIEY 13T JO asTozaxa AT Ut i 303301d 0 Ao st
faradoad paoxd of, fassdoid o SHUBOTE JUAITHP armboe Aot ..ﬁuﬁﬁugr
$I01Ie] ST ‘SORIIE PUE SAU[MOT] IWSISPIP S4BT UL 2sTIEYOE UITE AT}
-1044 T[E 10} 35ES] 3 INq ‘UL [[e IO} 30T sderred—uatn 103 A11oqT] U1 I[ASST
pinosa. fy1adord 107 WOPaaL “$1s3IN poniedord jo Ayumunuod 9 103
Ao ng ‘SotuiT) 8 PIOYIITES 9q OF ALY TSI $ISAIUT faxadord Tenprlarpu]
-JustIEIea08 Ut aotoa ayeuontodold s aary 03 moﬁﬁnaum aq pnoys 412
~doad H?«.mﬂﬁ.ou?o aoyuosqE Jo sodAJ0 ATUISIEY € SeM TIONURAUAT) YL
myramod 003 SUTEODI] WY WA JO JUC Aue Funuaseid pue sSANITS
oTnuoy’ IeYi Wox uondaoxd e way Surard ‘sisoxoqur pendadosd jo
froriea € SuolTe 19303( 150UOT] UE $E 108 pRos umap.unud.auopow ® 378210
oj ﬂ..uoﬁﬁ ko1, “womoeamsur Jemdod urog #fy3adord U IO SSE[D IONPIID
3171 GO SYDEE O] ‘aatuInacd ufeIo] (remod ot A UOREUTLILID
~STp DTUIOU0I3 THOT $a1e3s I SJuowE sTem SpEN) Wy Aotermd S
sopTeMmBalIl pue AJUTENROTN [ESY WOY WOpasy paues KoY -oanedou
Agery> 23am UIEd O3 podoy SISTEUOHMTSUOD S 1ef SIRIAAN YL
1 1dwooad 03 sojyemoads 10
ISUMO 297UISAE ST JO YBLI I} UL I9TYEX Inq “PUe| pasnun 4Adnooo 03 193
—genbs atp 3o JYSLI AU T 24913q 30U PIP Loy 1, szovenoads pue] a1om WSTH
JO UDIUNOY W8I IV YIEIM pajerdorddeun suonUEn I 03 $5300T Y
westm 30U PIp WA 01 A13aqn RSy IS WepY 01 UER SIST[EIRTS
oy 03 19502 POOIS AR PUE “UONEIIPFUOT) JO SARIY oy ..q“o $3STIUN B
[EIU22 ST JO JUO SeA I s1enBor 03 Sanqre} B IRF Ao %mwwmmmo.vﬁnﬂ
apen Surpadull UT 3A9T[dq 10T PP Aot ySnomIry 307 mﬂ&hﬂﬂo& s1omIE]
oy jexjy 9SS WISPOTI Y} UL SPEN JO UIOP33L JOU SEM 31 "SoNSSL smmou
—052 0y SUILIMT, TESTENIOP [EULBLIO ST UL W md o ﬁmuuﬂmvﬂ UONUIA
~B07) 93 SSNEDDq SHUSTHPUIIE U IST5 513 UE poererodzoour 2q 03 PEY 5993
—treren$ 2597T, /SOINZIAS PUE $AYDIEas JQEUOSLIIUN,, WOH gonoaoid pue
‘ssanoxd onp ‘fein Amf ‘ssoxd pue 992ds 30 WOpaay ‘TSI JO UIOP3Y
s’ sanIaqq] [EIA Yons SUIPUETUSp UL 2AT0E ISOUT 2104 OYM ﬂo_.u.EﬁmnoU
amp jO stuauoddo 2 sea 3] I9puR) 001 AUE SORIT AL 10} sore3o7ap
ot jO PreES1 o) Sea JON "UONUAANOT) 313 JO UI90TOD O mmB APTIIATISS
PAINJUSPUE PUE UONMBSTOD) ) JO SIMINNS oTueSIo I UL poz80091
sesm ATOAR[S 30 ‘I JO PIIU UL 50T ﬁm?.on?.ﬁmuqﬂrﬁm pRINuLpUL 33 pUe
SoAB[s 0IBON] mﬂ. “EDIISULY UI $ISSE[O IS0 O3 Kroqup FuIpuRIka W PIIsd
—zo7ut j0U 219m eryd[PPE[IYJ I8 JoUL OTM USTT ST A[ureaza]y ;ISEISP 9
ey as10M Apawal B 3q P[NOsM STODOE) Lomsap 01 19pI0 UL A133qT] %obmnwu
0} 18Ty PAIEOP Y USL[M.- UOSIPEN 1O 5.;£332q1] JO STLIEYD 373, JO OGS
sy uetm ueatr Ae{ PIp 1EYM sA1I0qH -Ag WESTT SISTIR] ST PIP IEUM

MEILAVISIOH @EvVHOY - | 8




84 RICHARD HOFSTADTER:

losophy. Any attempt, however, to tear thejr ideas out of the eighteenth-
century context is sure to make thern seem starkly reactionary. Consider,
for example, the favorite maxim of John Jay: “The people who own the
country ought to goverri it.” To the Fathers this was simply a swift axiotn-

atic statement of the stake-in-society theory of political rights, a moderate -

conservative -position under eighteenth-century conditions of property
distribution in America. Under modern property relations this maxim
demands a drastic restriction 6f the base of political power. A large por-
tion of the modern middle class—and it is the strength of this class upon
which balanced government depends—-is propertyless; and the urban pio-
letariat, which the Fathers so greatly feared, is almost one halfthe popula-
tion. Further, the separation of ownership from control that has ‘come
with the corporation deprives Jay’s maxim of twentieth-century meaning
even for many propertied people. The six hundred thousand stockholders
of the American Telephone & Telegraph Company not only do not. ac-
quire political power by virtue of their stock-ownership, but they do not
even acquire economic power: they cannot control their own company.

- From a humanistic standpoint there is a serious dilemma in the phi-
losophy of the Fathers, which detives from their conception of man. They
thoughit man was a creature of rapacious self-interest, and yet they wanted
him to be free—fiee, in essence, to contend, to engage in an umpired
strife, to use property to get property. They accepted the mercantile image
of life‘as an eternal battleground, and assumed the Hobbesian war of each
against all; they did not propose to put an end to this war, but merely to
stabilize it and make it less murderous; They had no hope and they offered
none for any ultimiate organic change in the way men conduct theém-
selves. The result was that while they thought self-intesest-the most dan-
gerous and unbrookable quality of man, they necessarily underwrote it in
trying to controlit: . . . :
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